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1837); neither of them well remunerated, but each acceptable to him as more sparing of his time than private teaching. They had incidentally afforded him a further advantage which he had not contemplated. During a temporary absence of the chief Mathematical Professor in 1836, he had been entrusted with the duties of that important chair3 and by his masterly performance of them had earned a reputation with both the Director (Dulong) and the students, which marked him out as its fittest occupant on the next vacancy. When the vacancy occurred in 1840, his candidature, eminently popular in the school, was supported by a majority of the Council (which included the professors), with the approval of its head. But Dulong died at the critical moment, and the smothered jealousy which his authority had suppressed sprang to ascendency; and, unfortunately for Comte, in this election the Council of the Institution was associated with another body, the Academy of Sciences, which he had treated with habitual contempt and blamed Guizot for resuscitating, and in which he had made himself numerous enemies by arrogant and disparaging words1. Among the savans, the 'metaphysical party/ instinctively hating him as their destined destroyer, had long pursued the policy in the periodical literature which was mainly in their hands, of 'burking' his writings and keeping him in ignominious obscurity; and their leader, Guizot, after high appreciation of his survey of human knowledge in the early volumes of his great work, had shirked the suggested founding, in the College de France, of a chair of' History oi the Positive Sciences,5 because Comte alone was qualified to fill it: and so, this powerful minister, being c but an arrogant pedant and piece of ambitious vulgarity2/ was naturally eager to suppress the man whom he had wronged. The ' theological party,' offended at his affirming, in his annual lectures on astronomy, that morals were independent oi
1 Phil. Pos. VI. Pref. xiii. seqq.; and Lettres de Comte a J. S. Mill, Avant-propos and Annexes. a Lettres & Mill, p. 33.